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End of an era at PGA

By MEL
WILLIAMS

A CHANGING of the

guard took place last week
with the retirement of long-
serving Pastoralists and
Graziers Association of
Western Australia (PGA)
president, Tony Seabrook, and
promotion of vice president,
Digby Stretch, to the
organisation’s top job.

The move came at the
PGA’s annual general
meeting, which Mr Seabrook
has presided over for the past
11 years.

It was always the succession
plan for Mr Stretch to take
over the top job at the PGA
and the transition at the
meeting was secamless.

The PGA has been through
interesting times this year,
with an investigation into
financial irregularities in the
organisation.

At the end of January, RSM
Australia Partners Jerome
Mohen and Greg Dudley were
appointed as joint and several
voluntary administrators of
the PGA.

In early March, at a
creditors’ meeting, a path
was decided for PGA to clear
debts with creditors and exit
voluntary administration.

Mr Seabrook said the
association was now moving
forward with new systems in
place.

“We are at the other end
of our financial woes,” Mr
Seabrook said.

“We are operating out of
an office in West Perth with
slightly fewer staff and it is
onwards and upwards from
here.”

Mr Seabrook said there had
never been a time in his life
when the agriculture industry
was under attack from so

1 Free market advocate Tony Seabrook was the Pastoralists and Graziers Association of WA’s longest

serving president at 11 years before stepping down last week.

many different directions by
governments as it was today.

“Our State and Federal
governments are disengaged
and uncaring of farmers,” he
said.

“They are attacking us with
land rights and environmental
laws and banning live sheep
exports.”

Mr Seabrook said he
originally became involved in
the PGA in the 1980s when
the State government created
the lamb board.

At this time he was incensed
that the government intended
to acquire all his lambs and he
could not sell to a buyer of his
choice.

“I have been passionate
about deregulation since the
early days of my involvement
with the PGA,” Mr Seabrook
said.

“We have seen massive

financial rewards to farmers
by freeing-up agricultural
markets, including lamb, grain
and potatoes.”

The high-profile York
farmer had always been
passionate about promoting
free markets, even when he
was at school.

*Things really came to
the fore with me when the
government used to make us
transport our wool in wagons
that were not wide enough,”
he said.

“We just didn’t need
government involvement in
our rural industries then and
we don’t now either.

“Just look at the wool
Reserve Price Scheme (RPS)
that used woolgrowers’ money
to buy 5.5 million bales of
woolgrowers wool.

“That was never going to
end well and the stockpile
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that resulted hung over the
wool industry for the next 15
years.”

Mr Seabrook said one of
the most significant issues he
had been involved in as PGA
president was the Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage Act, which
has since been withdrawn and
received an apology from the
State government.

“What they were trying
to do with that act made my
blood go cold,” he said.

“It was effectively a push
to take away control over our
freehold farming land.”

For Mr Stretch, who runs
a mixed farm at Kojonup,
working under Mr Seabrook’s
presidency as the PGA vice
president for the past 11 years
was an enriching experience.

“Tony is always a glass
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2025/26 Season Pricing
Wheat (APW1) 348 350
Wheat (AWW1) 331 330
Canola (CAN1) 830 842
Canola (CAG1) 712 AL
Barley (BFED1) 315 313
See Farm Weekly:
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Prices kindly supplied by Grainmarket
WOOL (c/kg) Sale Saio
175m 2025 2028
18m 1964 1960
185m 1914 1905
19m 1858 1856
19.5m 1817 1819
20m 1802 1798
21m 1790 1789

AWEX eastern indicator c/kg: 1504
AWEX western indicator c/kg: 1665

CATTLE (c/kg liveweight)

Weaner beef (steers) c/kg: 460 460

Yearling beef (steers) c/kg: 440 440

Cow beef c/kg: 340 340
SHEEP ($/head) |

Heavy lambs (N/S 20kg+ cwt): 324 280

Heavy (26kg cwt) mutton: 240 250

Hoggets (18kg+ cwi): 240 260
AUS $ (USo) 64.64 |
As at December 2, 2025

Phone: 08 9644 1400
16 Leeming Road, Grass Valley, WA 6430

Email: info@satake.com.au
Web: www.desilos.com.au
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half-full guy and an exciting person to
be around,” Mr Stretch said.

“He just gets jobs done with
enthusiasm and an optimistic mindset.

“You would have to be living under
a rock in the agricultural industry in
the past 10 years if you haven’t heard
of Tony Seabrook.”

Mr Stretch and his family have been
long-time members of the PGA.

He became more active in the group
during the 1990s when the wool
RPS was “tearing wool producers to
shreds™.

The RPS, set up by the Australian
Wool Commission (later the
Australian Wool Corporation),
operated in Australia between 1970
and 1991.

It was set up to smooth out
fluctuations in prices for wool.

The objective was for the AWC to
buy wool when its price was below
the floor price, which after 1987 was
set by the Wool Council of Australia,
and then sell it later when the market
recovered.

The scheme was funded by a levy
on wool sold by growers.

Mr Stretch said aside from the RPS,
there were many farming policies that
were out of date around that time.

“Government policies were not
keeping pace with the changing
times,” he said.

“When I joined the PGA as a young

person in agriculture, I was passionate
about the industry and [ wanted to
make a difference,” he said.

“When you look back to the 1990s,
aside from the RPS, a big issue was
changing the dentition of lambs.

“Lamb dentition standards were
changed to meat derived from lambs
under 12 months of age or do not have
any permanent incisor teeth in wear.

“It took 30 years to get that
through.”

Mr Stretch said getting the National
Livestock Identification System
(NLIS) had been a big breakthrough,
especially having the Eastern States
adopt WA’s ear tag colours.

“We have had the deregulation
of the wheat market, introduction
of biotechnologies and genetically
modified crops,” he said.

“Breeding and adopting GM crops
has been one of the most outstanding
advancements in WA’s cropping
systems.

“The PGA championed this and
now canola growing has really taken
off.

“We should be proud of what we
achieved on that platform.

“Wherever we could champion free
markets and grower choice, the PGA
was there.”

Mr Stretch said in more recent
times, the PGA had been instrumental
in fighting the introduction of the
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act.

He said the group had helped to

0 Kojonup farmer Digby Stretch is now at the helm of the PGA and is looking forward

to the challenges ahead.
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unite many organisations into
an alliance to fight the Act.

“This came to a head with
the prosecution of Toodyay
farmer Tony Maddox, found
guilty of breaching the Act by
altering a culturally-sensitive
site associated with the
Rainbow Serpent,” he said.

“This case highlights the
ongoing legal and cultural
tensions surrounding land use
and heritage in Australia.”

Mr Stretch said one of his
biggest challenges going
forward was getting the PGA
back on track.

“We hit a few speed bumps
in 2025 and this has given
us a chance to fine-tune
ourselves,” he said.

“We have reworked our
governance and financial
systems, including reviewing
where we are spending
money.

“It was a big shock to the
organisation — like having
a fire going through your
property.

“But we are taking the
opportunity to come back
better than ever.”

In his role as president,
Mr Stretch aimed to lead and
help create a structure in the
organisation that encouraged
young people to get involved
in the agricultural industry
and help shape rules and
regulations.

He said there were a lot
of Western Australian farm
businesses that were going
through succession planning
and more young people were
taking charge.

“The older generation has
seen the value of of PGA
and we want younger people
to now see the value of the
policy work we do and get
involved,” Mr Stretch said.

Murchison pastoralist
Ashley Dowden has taken
on the role of new vice
president.

Mr Seabrook said he would
remain on the PGA board and
stay involved with the lobby

group, which was formed in
1907.

“The big picture issues
haven’t changed and we need
noisy people advocating for
agriculture,” he said.

“We are not winning as a
lobbying force in this industry
and there is much work still to do.

“It comes down to having
enough money to take on the
big fights on environmental
and other issues.

“Where other lobby groups
work with $20-30 million
budgets, agriculture is
hamstrung often at budgets of
less than $1 million.

“I said when the Keep the
Sheep campaign got going, if
every producer put in $1 per
head of sheep they owned,
that would have given us a
fighting fund of $6.5 million
to guarantee the future of the
industry.

“We didn’t raise 10 per
cent of that and we just didn’t
have the resources to fight that
battle.”

The PGA of WA
organisation now
consists of:

B President Digby
Stretch

B Vice presidents Ashley
Dowden and Judy Snell

B Treasurer Chris
Patmore

B Board members Tony
Seabrook, Calum
Caruth, Digby Corker
and Wayne Duffield

B Commodity chairs
Chris Patmore
(livestock), Rob Beard
(grains), Ashley
Dowden (pastoral) and
Gary Peacock (private
property rights).

W Members Allan Wilson,
Peter Boyle, Trevor
Hodshon, Gary McGill
and Murray Grey.
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