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PGA Calls for Modernisation of Virtual Fencing Regulations to Boost Competition and

Innovation

The Pastoralists and Graziers Association of Western Australia (PGA) is calling on the State
Government to amend the Animal Welfare (General) Regulations 2003 to enable greater
competition and innovation in virtual fencing technology for the livestock industry.

In a letter sent to the Minister for Agriculture, the Hon. Jackie Jarvis, PGA President Digby
Stretch highlighted that while WA was forward-thinking in legalising virtual fencing in 2022,
the current regulations inadvertently restrict producer choice by naming only one approved
system — Gallagher’s eShepherd.

“Virtual fencing offers tremendous benefits for animal welfare, environmental
management, and farm productivity,” said Mr Stretch. “However, the existing brand-specific
rule denies WA producers access to other innovative systems that offer additional features
such as animal health monitoring, heat detection, and pasture optimisation — often at
comparable cost.”

The PGA has provided the Minister with an information paper outlining how other states,
including Victoria and New South Wales, have moved to a standards-based approval system.
These frameworks set clear welfare and performance requirements — such as pulse limits,
mandatory audio warnings, and user training — rather than locking in a single brand.

“WA'’s brand-specific rule has become a barrier to innovation for our livestock producers,”
Mr Stretch said. “A modern, performance-based approach would maintain strong animal
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welfare safeguards while allowing farmers to choose the technology that best suits their
operations.”

The proposed amendments would:

1. Remove the exclusive reference to Gallagher/eShepherd from the regulations.

2. Insert evidence-based device performance and animal welfare specifications.

3. Establish a clear administrative approval pathway managed by the Department of
Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) for any system meeting the
standards.

“This is not about lowering standards — it’s about raising the bar for innovation and choice,”
Mr Stretch emphasised. “We urge the government to act now to ensure WA farmers are not
left behind.”

The PGA looks forward to engaging further with the Minister and DPIRD to progress this
important regulatory update.

ENDS

Note to Editors:
The PGA’s information paper on virtual fencing regulation is available upon request.
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About the PGA:

The Pastoralists and Graziers Association of Western Australia is the peak industry body

representing the State’s agricultural producers on leasehold and freehold land. The PGA
advocates for policies that ensure the security, prosperity, and sustainability of rural WA.
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